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SINGAPORE & SDGs – A little red dot’s journey to 
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
 
 
PART 1: INTRODUCTION 
Hi everyone! I'm Er Pei Shan from Singapore. I'll like to share with you a little bit about 
myself and as much as I can about my country. My background is in arts and design and I 
came to Japan as I wanted to learn about the culture and creative industries here. So here 
I am, a graduate student doing a MBA program at Doshisha Business School in beautiful 
Kyoto!  
 
Back to that little red dot on the world map I call home. What's your impression of 
Singapore? Many of you might think of the Merlion, or the movie Crazy Rich Asians 
(which by the way isn't a realistic story). So I thought I should show you a more authentic 
side of Singapore while highlighting interesting information. Let's go! 
 
SINGAPORE KALEIDOSCOPE LOCAL EDITION 
Singapore is an island country, or what we locals call 'a Garden City', located in South-
east Asia. There are 5.6 million of us living on 700sqm of land (about the size of Lake 
Biwa). It does feel more crowded these days. Even though Singapore is tiny, I'm proud of 
it as our people have worked very hard to make it a comfortable home.  
 
With a GDP per capita of USD 61,000 (ranked 10th in the world), we have one of the 
world's busiest ports. Our biggest export products are electrical machinery and equipment 
(43%) and refined petroleum (19%). I would say that Singapore provides a business-
friendly environment and has a relatively low corporate tax of 17%. 
 
And although we are a modern city, fortunately there are still many places that are rich in 
heritage and tradition. In terms of demographics, the majority of our population are 
Chinese, Malays, and Indians. But Singapore welcomes people from all over the world 
too! 
 
Singaporeans are foodies and we enjoy international cuisines, even though almost all 
(90%) our food supplies are imported. And because we have limited land and resources, 
we are always seeking sustainable ways to become a 'smart city'.  
 
So we've come to the end of this short introduction to my home, my country, my 
Singapore. I hope you enjoyed it! 
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PART 2: SDG 2.0: ZERO HUNGRY- ACHIEVING FOOD SECURITY 
Singapore is known to be a food paradise. Singaporeans are foodies but not many of us 
know where our food comes from. I've always thought of the community food garden in 
my neighborhood as just a hangout place for the elderly. Perhaps I'm one of many 
ignorant Singaporeans who are unaware of a food crisis our country has. But can 
'community farms' like this help solve the food problems we have?  
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It is not uncommon in Singapore to see news like these since we are highly dependent on 
other countries for food supply. This makes Singapore vulnerable when it comes to food 
security as we are a long way from (food) self-sufficiency.  
 
 
I began to look at the UN's Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to 
relate to food security issues Singapore has. I learned that SDG 2 on 
Zero Hunger, which includes achieving food security and improved 
nutrition, is one of the commitments Singapore has made to combat the 
challenges we face as a country with limited resources.  
 
While the government is leading the way in addressing food sustainability issues, I was 
curious to find out what fellow Singaporeans are concerned about and if they are getting 
involved. Hence I spoke with a few Singaporeans to find out they thought of food security. 
 
Does Singapore have a food security problem? 
Justin Wong, Singaporean concerned about food issues:  
“I think Singapore has always been facing food insecurity issues. This is something that we 
can't help it, as in we don't produce any of our own food so we are always insecure when 
it comes to food.” 
 
How dependent are we on external sources for our food? 
“More than 90% of our food is imported.  The only food that I know that's not imported is 
maybe, some organic farms, as well as eggs.” 
 
What should we be concerned with? 
“What Singapore should be more concerned with, or they are more concerned with, is 
food safety. Whereby how do we know what we are eating, what we are importing is 
actually safe? Or does it have a certain strain of virus or certain side effects which we are 
not aware of.” 
 
I also learned of Foodscape Collective, a community concerned with the food issues 
Singapore faces. It holds public events to discuss food-related topics like food waste 
management and sustainable agricultural practices, and they also started a movement to 
encourage Singaporeans to grow their own food.  
 
Does Singapore have a food security problem? What can we do about it? 
Pui Cuifen - Co-founder, Foodscape Collectives 
 
“Practically all the food that we eat is not from Singapore. It's from all over the world. We 
want to be more resilient. We want to know that when there is one day a chaos that 
potentially happens, we don't have to go into chaos because of panic. We would know 
that we can survive because we can grow our own food, we can at least feed our family 
for at least one week, and we can then figure things out. At least 1 in 10 Singaporeans, 
even though they might not be hungry, but they might not have the nutrition they need. 
They might actually not be getting the basic resources that a human needs. Somebody 
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said that you need 10 Singapores to grow enough food to feed the population now. Not 
even like, in the future.” 
 
FOOD IS MORE THAN FILLING OUR STOMACHS 
 
BY ACHIEVING FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILITY, WE CAN GAIN OWNERSHIP 
OF OUR LIVES NOW, AND PROVIDE A BETTER SINGAPORE FOR FUTURE 
GENERATIONS TO COME. 
 
THAT'S SOME FOOD FOR THOUGHT. 
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PART 3: BUSINESS SOLUTIONS TO IMPROVE FOOD SECURITY 
In the previous video, I shared about the food security issues Singapore faces, such as 
over-reliance on food imports, risk of unsafe food consumption, and malnutrition. While 
the government has implemented action plans to improve the situation, individuals and 
their communities are also contributing to make a positive difference.  
 

 
However, can Singapore really achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, especially 
SDG 2: Zero Hunger? 
 
 

 
 

To achieve food security, we need to look at three broad areas: Access, Safety and 
Sovereignty.  
Access: Ensuring everyone has access to sufficient and nutritious food to meet their dietary 
needs. 
Safety: Ensuring food is safe to consume and free from contamination or degradation. 
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Sovereignty: Empowering people to make their own choices about the food they eat, 
where it comes from and how it is produced. 
 
What role does business play in addressing food security issues? 
 
Even though only 1% of land in Singapore is used for agriculture, our local farms have 
demonstrated it is possible for us to produce our own food. A number of local companies 
like Citiponics, have started to explore high-tech vertical farming. But is this enough?  
 
"It will take 10 Singapores to feed our population now..."  
Pui Cuifen, co-founder of Foodscape Collective, Singapore 
 
How can we be self-sufficient in food production? We need innovative solutions that are 
scalable. We need to "grow more with less".  
 
Perhaps Singapore needs to look beyond our shores for more effective solutions. Do 
businesses in Japan have the answer? 
 
 

Pasona is one of many Japanese companies that have created innovative urban farming 
solutions in the city.  
 
 

 
Besides growing vegetables and fruits, it is harvesting rice and rearing farm animals, all in 
metropolitan Tokyo.   
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On the other hand, Ginza Honey Bee Project has a bee farm on a rooftop of a high rise 
building in Tokyo.  
 
 
 

 
To prevent hunger during a disaster or food crisis, Hakuhodo has come up with 
emergency provisions that are easy to prepare, readily available and tasty to consume.  
 
Another Japanese company, NEC, is tapping on big data and AI to address food waste 
issues in Japan. NEC is able to make use of its cutting-edge AI technologies to provide 
accurate forecasting. 
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Keidanren (Japan Business Federation) is pushing for Society 5.0 for SDGs in Japan. They 
believe Japan can solve the SDGs by utilizing AI, big data, and other innovative 
technologies.  
 
 

 
What's next? 
 
At the end of the day, we are not tackling sustainability problems 
alone, or as individual countries. Instead we should work in 
partnership for the goals, towards a sustainable future for the 
entire world. I'm excited at the possibility of such partnerships 
between Singapore and Japan. 

 
 

Thank you 
 
 
 
 


