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Seychelles Sustainable Development Goals Report  
 
Seychelles at a Glance  
Seychelles is an archipelago of 115 islands off the East Coast Africa, North-East of Madagascar. 
It is a popular holiday destination, well known for its beautiful beaches, colorful creole culture 
and year-round summer. Seychelles has a population of around 100,000 people whose origins 
are from Europe, Africa and Asia. It was previously a French colony until the British took over 
in the late 18th century, and it became an independent republic in June 1976. The three official 
languages are English, French and Creole.  
 
Seychelles’ economy is in the high-income group, with an estimated GDP per capita of 
$15,515. This makes it the second highest in Africa. The economy is highly dependent on the 
Tourism and Fisheries sector. The yearly tourism arrival figure is three times the population, 
around 350,000 tourists mostly from Germany, France, Italy and the United Arab Emirates. 
Seychelles exports are highly dependent on the fisheries industry (90% of total export) with 
the main export partners being France, United Kingdom, Japan, Germany and South Africa. 
Although a small country, Seychelles’ exclusive economic zone and sea territory spans 1.37 
million km sq. Other sectors of the economy include Financial Services, Agriculture and ICT.  
 
Sustainable Development Goals  
 
Being a member. Of the United Nations, Seychelles has done a lot to ensure that it meets the 
sustainable development goals. Just a year after the SDGs were launched, Seychelles was 
ranked as the top performing African country in meeting several health-related targets of the 
SDGs and being ranked at 40 worldwide. The small island state provides free health and also 
providing free education up until post-secondary school, which accounts for the high literacy 
rate of 96% with increasing educated and highly skilled workforce. The country also, has good 
housing schemes with the Ministry of Housing, Land and Transport planning to build over 
1000 more houses by the year 2020, in order to accommodate the growing population. 
Seychelles was ranked first in Africa for Human Development Index and also for the 
Corruptions Perceptions Index 2018.  
 
At threat to global warming and climate change like other small island states in the Caribbean, 
Pacific and Indian Ocean, Seychelles is focusing a lot on its environmental sustainability, 
conservation and marine health. In 2018, Seychelles created two major marine reserves 
covering 81,000 sq. km. It is aimed at conserving the marine life which holds hundreds of 
species whom some of them are endemic to the Seychelles islands. It is also aimed at 
preserving it for the future generation to come. Almost all human activity will be banned in 
the protected areas including fishing, pollution and extractive activities. This will allow coral 
reef and the fish population to recover and creating opportunities for ecotourism. They plan 
to bring another 80,000 sq. km under conservation by the year 2022. The islands are switching 
towards green energy with the installation of wind turbines in 2013 and many buildings and 
houses installing solar panels. Single-use plastic was also banned, with the introduction of 
more environmentally friendly alternatives that are biodegradable.  
 
Investment Opportunities  
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Seychelles is championing the Blue Economy as its future sustainable model. The government 
created the Blue Economy Strategic framework and Roadmap as an integrated approach 
which brings together economy, environment and society consistent with the  
Sustainable Development Agenda 2030, Aichi Target 11 of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change 2015.  
 
The government’s goals in creating the Roadmap is includes: 
 

 Economic diversification & resilience to reduce economic vulnerability and reliance 
on a small number of sectors and to increase the % GDP derived from marine 
sectors. 

 Shared prosperity through creation of high value jobs and local investment 
opportunities; 

 Food security and well-being; 
 Integrity of habitats and ecosystem services, sustainable use, and climate resilience. 

 
The main outcomes expected out of it includes: 
 

 Effective protection of Seychelles’ ocean space and resources through better 
coordination across different sectors, application of protective measures and greater 
use of surveillance and enforcement tools; 

 Increased investment in diversification of existing ocean-based economic sectors 
(particularly fisheries, tourism and ports) to realize greater value and efficiency from 
the existing resource base; 

 Reduced vulnerability to economic and environmental shocks and dependency on 
energy and food imports; 

 New research, innovation and generation of knowledge about Seychelles’ ocean 
space, resources and management needs; 

 Exploration and feasibility of new and emerging maritime sectors (for example 
marine-based aquaculture, renewable energy, offshore petroleum and marine 
biotechnology); 

 Improved prevention of ocean/blue economy risks including illegal, unreported and 
unregulated (IUU) fishing, marine pollution and climate change through integrated 
approaches to effective regional cooperation on maritime security; 

 Capacity for effective ocean management and for taking advantage of the 
opportunities the Blue Economy offers today and in the future. 

 
There are indeed a lot of investment opportunities arising from this sector which is not only 
deemed sustainable but also promising since the Seychelles’ life rotates mostly around the 
ocean as well the country trying its best to becoming world leader in doing business while 
doing conservation. Seychelles Investment Board stating a few opportunities such as Fish 
Processing, Cold Chain Logistics, Maintenance services, Laboratories and Research 
Institutes.  
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