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In the following report, I am going to cover the contents of the three videos that we made in class on 

the importance, and need for the Sustainable Development Goals, and what could the Japanese 

companies do for each country that is suffering.  

My country is India. It is the world’s largest democracy, and has the second highest population in the 

world, second only to China. It is a culturally diverse country, with people following a magnitude of 

religions living together. We celebrate a spate of festivals, most of which include lights and colours. 

You can find all different kinds of terrains in the country. There are the Himalayan ranges in the 

north, the beaches in the south, the deserts in the west, and the tea gardens in the east. India also 

houses Mawsynram, one of the wettest places on the planet with the average rainfall rate  of 11,871 

millimeters. It is a huge nation, with about 1.3 billion people living in it. Most of the population is 

young adult, therefore, transforming into a large and capable work force. It is one of the core 

reasons why foreign businesses are nowadays looking at India to invest in. By the year 2030, the 

Prime Minister of India claims to build about 10 smart cities.  

India is a potential paradise for businesses, mainly focusing on start-ups amongst others. It’s GDP 

growth rate is 7.3 currently, and it is one of the fastest growing economies in the world. Most of it is 

because of its workforce. I focus most on the population in the videos, and the report because it is 

the reason for the problem that threatens the country, and also concurrently the possible solution 

for it. India was ranked at 100th position in the report released by World Bank titled “Doing Business 

2018”. It is not an ideal position as the country holds more potential to achieve greater success, but 

we are inching towards it.  

The country seeks a flock of tourists every year in states like Rajasthan (for the palaces and castles), 

UP (for Taj Mahal), Goa (for its beaches and night life) but during the winter, in the northern states, 

one would not find many tourists. The reason for this decline in tourism during the months starting 

from September to March is because of the level of air pollution.  

The air pollution levels in India are off the charts, extremely threatening, and the cause about 1.2 

million deaths annually. Every year, starting in September, but really materialising in the month of 

November, the air quality takes a dive, and the readings go literally off the charts.  



 

The above table shows the various levels of quality of air. This air quality index is only for the Indian 

Subcontinent, as different countries follow different indexes. Every winter, the fumes and the other 

pollutants in the air come together to form an apocalyptic blanket that envelops the cities. People 

are unable to go out, their eyes water when they do, and they face difficulty in breathing.  

In November 2017, an event took place that was termed as the Great Smog of Delhi. One day 

everything was clear and people were going out for walks early in the morning, but the very next 

day, the air quality dropped so rapidly that they could not even see what was in front of them. 

Everything was white, and everything was polluted. This event was caused due to stubble burning by 

the farmers in the northern states of the country. Every year to prepare their land to sow the seeds 

for winter crops, farmers clear their lands by burning the remaining crops. India still largely remains 

an agricultural state, due to most of its populations being dependent on agriculture for their income, 

and this means, there were a lot of farmers engaging in this activity. And with the wind, all the 

smoke made its way to the capital, and surrounding cities.  

PM 2.5 is a very harmful pollutant present in the air that is so small that it is invisible to the naked 

eye, and due to its minute size can enter our bodies through our skin and get lodged into our lungs, 

thus rendering them weak. This pollutant is also highly present when the smoke comes to the city 

from the neighbouring states. While in the above table, we can see that the severe level begins with 

401 as the range. During this incident, the readings for the presence of PM 10 and 2.5 were 999+ for 

both the pollutants. Imagine how bad the actuality of this is. The fact that people breathe air so bad 

in quality that is straight away goes to the lungs to attack them.  

Other reasons for pollution include the number of cars on the road. The ever increasing number of 

cars is due to the fact that the infrastructure that we currently have is not suitable for the population 

that we have. Maybe a few decades ago, but now it is unacceptable. The number of buses is very 

limited when compared to the number of people who rely on the buses to travel to work every 

morning. Many times, it was difficult for me as well, to take the bus to college, as the ones that 

stopped near me were already bustling with people, and because none of the buses followed a 

schedule. Maybe it doesn’t seem like a huge problem that buses don’t show up on time, but this 

forces people to rely on their own personal vehicles to commute to work. This adds to the number 

of cars on the roads. The government had enacted a law that stated that all the cars that were older 



than 10 years could not be used in the big cities anymore as they are the cause of a lot of pollution. 

It helped, but only a little. All the diesel cars that were older than 10 years old were difficult to 

maintain and were harming the atmosphere more than they were doing good by being used.  

As India is still a developing nation, we still are in the process of building schools, hospitals, offices 

and other buildings to support the people and provide them services. As more and more people 

flock to the cities, this need to construct more intensifies. Most of the construction work is done out 

in the open, with no regard to construction dust control. The contractors and the workers do not 

care, on most parts, and they carry these activities out in the open and in day time, when most 

people are around. Construction dust contains crystalline silica, which is a compound that is fatal to 

the human body. The respirable silica dust enters our bodies, goes to our lungs and results in scar 

tissues being formed. This renders our lungs incapable of performing to their fullest and causes any 

respiratory illnesses, especially in children.  

While the problem is severe, there are people, organisations, and institutions working towards 

trying to better the situation. Nowadays many Indian start-ups are coming up with new and unique 

solutions to combat this problem. They are finding ways to create value for people in a dire 

situation. Not only are they coming up with air purifiers individual models, they are also providing an 

improved technology that employs a trap and kill technique, which essentially kills the air pollutants 

instead of simply trapping them.  

There is a way that the Japanese companies can also help in bettering this situation. Companies like 

Kubota provide a wide range of agricultural machinery, which could come in handy for the farmers 

who find it difficult to clear their lands. This way could benefit both the parties, the company could 

expand its base, and the customers get value in the sense that they no longer have to torch their 

fields. This could ensure that the annual November blanket of smoke is lifted from major cities of the 

country. Companies like Odakyu Electric railway could help curb the problem of congested roads and 

increased pollution due to high number of cars on the road. It can work with the government for the 

provision of electrical trains in the major cities in order to make commuting and related pollution 

less of a problem. Many other Japanese companies also have an opportunity to provide solutions to 

problems of construction dust and the subsequent illnesses that it can cause. 

Most of all, however, we need to increase the awareness. We need stricter laws. We need people to 

wake up and look around, because the situation is acute, and we need to ensure sustainability for 

the future generations. We must ensure that the people know what the effects of their actions are. 

People must be told and educated that burning their plastic and garbage out in the open is only 

doing harm to the environment, to the people around them, and to themselves as well. India should 

learn from the Japanese way of control of air pollution. If we want to make life on land possible for 

the future generations, we must act now. The SDGs are not only to be talked about because of the 

greatness in their purpose, but because they are trying to ensure that we get to live in a world that is 

as close to an ideal world as possible.  


