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1st Video 

Sustainable development goal has been actively discussed on international level in the last 

decade. Set by the United Nations General Assembly in 2015, the goal aims to make a significance 

change in 17 aspects by 2030. On this video project, the author divided the video into three 

sections and describes the overall introduction about Indonesia and author’s background, the 

rice sustainability issue in Indonesia and interview with a representative from Jababeka who is 

currently starting a rice farming business model, and the author’s proposal for the Japanese 

company who are interested to Invest in Indonesia.  

 

Born and raised in Surakarta City a.k.a Solo, the author is raised in a thick Javanese culture. Similar 

like Kyoto, Solo has a long history famous for its strict yet soft traditional language, dances, and 

songs. Solo is also famous for its Batik making. As a national symbol, hand made Batik fabric from 

Indonesia is well known for its beautiful pattern inspired by Indonesia`s abundant flora and fauna. 

On the first video, besides Batik, the author also wore another traditional cloth called Kebaya. 

Kebaya is a traditional blouse from Majapahit kingdom era.  It is made from silk, thin cotton fabric, 

and semi transparent polyester usually combined with Batik or Songket. The black Kebaya that 

the author wears is Java`s Kebaya, while the red Kebaya is known as Kebaya Encim. Indonesia 

woman nowadays wear kebaya in formal and semi formal activities such as wedding, graduation, 

and conference that held and attended by government officials.  

 

Located in south east Asia, Indonesia is a country famous for its rich diversity and wonderful 

natural resources, the author feels that Indonesia is more than just a beauty. Unfortunately, 

there are still many people who don’t know where is Indonesia. Many people know about Jakarta 

and Bali, but they miss the fact that Bali is not a country, but a tiny island in Indonesia.  A glimpse 

about Indonesia, there are 740 ethnicities, 67 mother tongues, and more than 17,000 listed 

islands in Indonesia [Sugiyarto, 2016]. Indonesia is also an archipelago country with almost 

equally spreading active volcanic mountains on the main islands, resulting Indonesia’s land to be 

fertile and blessed with hundreds types of foods resources and tropical fruits.  

 



Rank 73 in the ease of doing business among 180 countries, Indonesia is currently competing 

with other South East Asian Country such as Vietnam and Thailand to attract more investors.  

Indonesia’s GDP in 2017 is counted for 1,015,5 billion USD. Surprisingly, the GDP rate from 

Agriculture is constantly declining from 1983 to 2017, with significant decrease from 24.5 percent 

in 1986 to 13,4 percent in 2017. Manufacture industry and services still contributing the most to 

the overall GDP. With the minimum wage range from IDR 1,6 mil to IDR 3,94mil and the 

unemployment rate of 5,34%, investment in labor intensive industry is still competitive 

[tradingeconomics.com, 2019]. 

 

Indonesia’s current farming land is 7,78mil hectare per capital. With the massive development of 

housing and Infrastructure, the farming land keeps decreasing rapidly. It means, with this limited 

farming land, of the corn production is increase, the rice production will decrease. In the last five 

years Indonesia has been importing rice to supply for the household demand. In 2014, Indonesia 

has imported 844,164 tons of rice, 861,601 tons in 2015, 12,000,000 tons in 2016, and 305,275 

tons in 2017. Currently the state of logistic Agency also known as Bulog claims that the have 

2,4million tons of rice on their warehouse and the country’s demand for rice is 2,4 million – 2,7 

million tons of rice. With this insufficient supply of rice, the country still need to depend to other 

country for the time being. 

 

2nd Video 

On the second video the author got a chance to interview Mr. Onky Martha from the Business 

Development Department in Jababeka Group. Jababeka Industrial Park is the oldest and biggest 

industrial park developer in Indonesia, with two big mega project of 5,600 hectares in West Java 

and 2,200 hectares in Central Java. With the core business in Industrial Park Development, why 

Jababeka takes such a great risk and start to Invest in the Rice farming Industry might be 

questionable by many parties. However, S.D Darmono, Jababeka chairman has raised this idea in 

the past five years, that food sustainability is a serious issue in Indonesia. This national issue is 

not only government’s responsibility but also corporations and society’s responsibility. With the 

hope to inspire other corporations, Jababeka started their demo farm and produce high quality 

rice to tap in with the market.  

 

Other considerations why are they starting from the agricultural business are because Indonesia 

is one of the largest agrarian countries in the world after India and china. Secondly, rice is 

consumed as the main food by Indonesians. Finally, geographically locate in Tropical islands, 

agriculture as one of the biggest contributors to economic growth in Indonesia has big advantage 

from the temperature stability for rice plantation land that seasonally can be planted with variant 

types of commodities.  

 



There are several issues related to the agriculture industry in Indonesia today. Firstly, the increase 

of Indonesia population 1,1% per year, and the conversion of agricultural land into non-

agricultural land. As briefly mentioned on the first video, food demand exceeds production 

capacity with the Production of 53 million ton in Indonesia while the food demand is 76 million 

ton.  The fourth issue is the lack of farmers` resource, related to the minimum funding, agriculture 

technology, and man power. Most of agriculture land in Indonesia is run by elder as many young 

graduates are not willing to work at a farm. Even for the famous agriculture graduates from IPB 

University are mostly working in a banking sector compare to agricultural sector.  

 

Jababeka`s mission is to create sustainable agriculture in Indonesia starting from Java Island with 

organic rice production and good quality.  Currently their products are certified by Embryo Food 

and Laboratory, international certification listing that their product is safe from chemical and has 

content of zero sugar, full carbohydrates, low fat, and high in protein and fiber.  They still need 

support in investment as initial capital to develop their mission. Additionally, they also need 

support about product distribution in the large scale, international brand and packaging 

production, and digitalization process in controlling the amount production. 

 

3rd Video 

SDG projects need many people involved in the process and dedication. Understanding Indonesia 

business culture, we need to make a synergy with the local university, private sector, and 

government. This synergy can be firstly done by collaborating in with the current project run by 

an institution in Indonesia.  Unless it is purely NGO activities, any business activities in Indonesia 

needs legal entity. Even with a good will, It might takes time for the Japanese companies to enter 

Indonesia. Therefore, partnership with the local company with legal entity is more visible.  On 

the second video, what has been done by Jababeka was not an overnight action. Even as the 

biggest industrial estate in Indonesia it needs years to finalized and launched. Even so, they still 

need support in investment for the capital, large scale product distribution, international brand 

and packaging and also digitalization process in controlling the amount production. 

 

Outside Jababeka’s scope of project, many farmers in Indonesia still doing traditional farming 

method that is time consuming and labor intensive. And we hope that Japan with their modern 

rice farming technology can help in this aspect. Currently there are three farming technology that 

the rice farmers in Indonesia need: 

1. Rice Transplanter with  self- Propulsion Type  

2. Harvester machine – the most commonly used in Indonesia still need to be operated by 

three people, while in Japan it needs only one person to operate it. 



3. Cloud computing technology, for example the cloud computing system develop by Fujitsu 

that support to all aspects of agricultural management, such as for administration, 

production, and sales in open field cultivation, horticulture, and in animal husbandry. 

 

In Indonesia, choosing farming as a profession is considered as old school and avoided by younger 

generation. This skeptism could be changed by Promoting Urban Farming and support by the 

government. A good example of promoting urban farming has been done by Pasona 02 from 

Japan with their indoor farming prototype on their office in Tokyo. Moreover, they also supervise 

and foster new farmer through agriventure academy. This interesting business model might work 

to promote rice farming in Indonesia and motivates younger generation to explore more about 

the idea. With the support from the government in collaboration with the local universities and 

private sectors, an integrated synergy will produce a better result. SDG is not just a dream, it is a 

good will mission and visible business opportunity. As long as one institution or even one person 

willing to start, the multiplier effect could be created. ‘Think big, start small, move fast’-S.D. 

Darmono.   
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